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• Origin and Development of Legal Profession Origin
• In India, the Legal profession originated dring the 

British Rule. There is no evidence of the existence of 
legal Profession before that ie. During the Hindu Rule 
and Mughal Dynasty period. During that period, the 
administration of justice was in the hands of the King 
and the Kings court was treated as the highest court 
of the country. There is no appeal against the order 
of the King. Persons disobeyed the King’s order was 
charged with sedition

• . 
The image part with relationship ID rId2 was not found in the file.

During that period the King was respected as 
the representative of God who was sent by the 

God to render justice to the people. In the 
King’s court the plaintiff has to represent his 
case personally and thereafter the King will 
hear the other side. To assist and advice the 

King in the administration of justice there was a 
council of ministers and a group of 

educationalists



• During Britisher’s Period : The East India Company which 
started its business in India, during 16th century slowly started 
capturing important cities in India and they started 
administering those areas under their control. They have 
created company courts and those courts were headed by 
persons having no legal knowledge. And persons having no 
legal knowledge were allowed to practice in the court. 

The first time in India, the legal profession was 
recognized and regulated by the Charter Act of 

1774.This Act has permitted the English lawyers to 
practice in the Supreme Court of Calcutta. Later on in 
1801, the English lawyers were allowed to practice in 
the Madras Supreme Court and in the year 1823 they 

were allowed to practice in the Bombay Supreme 
Court, but Indian Lawyers were not allowed to Practice 
in those courts. (In 1826 these 3 Supreme Courts were 
abolished and in that place High Courts were Created).



In 1865, the Special Rights Act has conferred the right to the Madras, Bombay 
and Calcutta High Courts to frame rules for the recognition of Advocates and 

for preparing the Advocates roll. In 1879, the legal practioner’s Act has 
conferred the similar power to the other High court Were allowed to practice in 
that high court. As per this Act Persons studied Law in England Were called as 

Advocates and persons studied Law in India were called as “Vakils”.The “Vakils” 
were not allowed to practice before the High Courts. In 1923,an Advocates 

Committee was constituted under the leadership of Sir. Edward to study the 
legal profession and to make suitable recommendations to improve the legal 

profession. This committee has recommended for the creation of Bar Councils 
in each High Court and allowing the “Vakils” to practice before the High Court.









































As a 19-year-old, Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi had left 
India for the first time on 
September 4, 1888, to get 
enrolled in the centuries-old law 
institute Inner Temple in London. 
Having become a barrister, M.K. 
Gandhi returned to his homeland 
in June 1891 and shifted from 
Rajkot to Mumbai after having 
decided to practice in the 
Bombay High Court.
At Mumbai (then Bombay) Mr 
Gandhi submitted an application 
written in his own handwriting to 
the ‘Prothonotary and Registrar 
of High Court of Judicature, 
Bombay’ on November 16, 1891. 
The application in which Mr M.K. 
Gandhi mentions that he is 
“desirous of being admitted as 
advocate of the high court” is now on 
display at the bar association of High Court at Dharwad,
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Advocates Act  1961




