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One Word Substitutions   

Sr. 

No 

Phrase/Clause Substitution 

1 A shortened form of word/phrase  Abbreviation  

2 To renounce the throne / high office of dignity  Abdicate  

3 To do away with completely  Abolish  

4 To increase the speed of / hasten the progress  of  Accelerate  

5 One associated with another in wrong doing / crime  Accomplice  

6 Science that studies production, transmission, reception of sounds Acoustics  

7 One who makes calculations related with insurance  Actuary  

8 State of growth between boyhood & youth  Adolescence  

9 To make  something impure by adding something inferior  Adulterate  

10 A written declaration made on oath in the presence of a magistrate Affidavit 

11 List of issues to be discussed at a meeting Agenda 

12 To increase the gravity of an offence or the intensity of the disease  Aggravate  

13 One who is not sure of the existence of God  Agnostic  

14 To cause someone to stop supporting you Alienate  

15 Allowance due to wife from her husband after separation  Alimony / 

Maintenance  

16 A raised place on which offerings to God are made Altar 

17 One who devotes one’s life to the welfare of the other people Altruist  

18 One who does something not professionally but for pleasure  Amateur  

19 A diplomatic minister of highest order sent by one country to another  Ambassador  

20 One who can use both hands with equal efficiency  Ambidextrous  

21 A statement open to more than one interpretation or with double 

meaning  

Ambiguous  

22 General pardon  Amnesty  

23 Absence of government  Anarchy  

24 An instrument for measuring the force of the wind Anemometer 

25 A letter, poem whose author is unknown  Anonymous  

26 Medicine given to counteract poison Antidote 

27 A medicine which prevents infection by killing germs  Antiseptic  

28 A policy that segregates people on the basis of race / religion / colour  Apartheid 

29 To rise in value  Appreciate  

30 A place where fishes are kept  Aquarium  

31 Animals living in water Aquatic 

32 The depository where state records and documents are preserved Archive 

33 Government by the nobles  Aristocracy  

34 A person who destroys property by fire Arsonist 

35 One who starves the body for the good of the soul  Ascetic  

36 One who does not believe in the existence of God  Atheist  

37 One who makes an official examination of accounts  Auditor  

38 A life history of a person written by himself / herself  Autobiography  

39 Government by one person / party  Autocracy  

40 The right of self-government Autonomy  

41 A statement which is accepted as true without proof   Axiom  

42 One who is great lover of books  Bibliophile  

43 One who has narrow and prejudiced religious views   Bigot  

44 A person who is fluent in two languages Bilingual 

45 The scientific study of living organisms Biology 

46 To talk about impiously about sacred things  Blaspheme  
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47 Government by officials  Bureaucracy  

48 One who is bad in spelling Cacographist 

49 One who eats human flesh Cannibal 

50 A list of books Catalogue 

51 Soldiers who fight on horseback Cavalry 

52 State of remaining unmarried  Celibacy  

53 A place where dead bodies are buried Cemetery 

54 One who lives for more than a hundred years Centenarian 

55 Arrangement in order of occurrence Chronological 

56 Working together for specific purpose  Collaboration  

57 People working together in the same office or government   Colleagues  

58 An area controlled by a foreign ruler Colony 

59 That which can be easily set on / consumed by fire Combustible   

60 Peaceful settlement of the matter between the two parties Compromise 

61 From birth  Congenital  

62 A group of stars  Constellation  

63 People living in the same age  Contemporaries  

64 Exclusive right to publish a book Copyright 

65 One who can make oneself at home in all countries  Cosmopolitan 

66 A person in charge of a museum  Curator  

67 One who mocks at anything people do  Cynic  

68 To give one’s authority to another  Delegate  

69 Government by the people  Democracy  

70 A talk between two persons Dialogue 

71 The art practised by statement and ambassadors  Diplomacy  

72 Study of the relation of living things to environment  Ecology  

73 One who is always talking of oneself Egotist  

74 An act of misappropriation of money Embezzlement 

75 a book or set of books giving information on many subjects or on many 

aspects of one subject and typically arranged alphabetically 

Encyclopaedia 

76 The study of worms and insects Entomology 

77 An inscription on a tomb  Epitaph  

78 Something that lasts forever Eternal 

79 Rules governing socially acceptable behaviour Etiquette 

80 Putting to death painlessly, especially to end sufferings Euthanasia  

81 A person who has too much enthusiasm for his/her own religion and 

hates others religions  

Fanatic  

82 One who thinks of the welfare of women  Feminist  

83 Killing of one’s brother / sister  Fratricide 

84 Intentional destruction/ killing of racial groups Genocide 

85 A person who sells fresh and green vegetables Greengrocer 

86 A person who is easily deceived or tricked Gullible 

87 A place of shelter for ships Harbour 

88 work for which no salary is paid Honorary  

89 Someone who is taken a prisoner for getting some demand fulfilled  Hostage 

90 That which cannot be read clearly  Illegible  

91 A trade that is prohibited by law  Illicit  

92 One who cannot read or write  Illiterate  

93 Incapable of being moved  Immovable  

94 Not supporting any of the sides  Impartial  

95 That which is not likely to happen  Improbable  

96 A sound that cannot be heard  Inaudible  

97 A statement which cannot be understood  Incomprehensible  
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98 One who does not get tired  Indefatigable / 

Untiring  

99 Someone not fit to be chosen Ineligible 

100 Incapable of making errors Infallible 

101 Liable to catch fire easily  Inflammable  

102 One who is unable to pay one’s debt  Insolvent  

103 To die without having made a will Intestate 

104 The action of looking into one’s own mind  Introspection  

105 A list of articles and their description  Inventory  

106 Something that cannot be seen with human eyes  Invisible  

107 A statement which cannot be contradicted  Irrefutable  

108 A loss or damage that cannot be compensated  Irreparable  

109 A decision which cannot be altered or withdrawn  Irrevocable  

110 A military or political group that rules a country after taking power by 

force 

Junta 

111 A legal agreement that allows someone to use a building or land for a 

period of time, usually for rent 

Lease 

112 A published false statement that is damaging to a person's reputation; a 

written defamation 

Libel 

113 A speech delivered for the first time Maiden Speech 

114 One who willingly embraces death for the sake of one’s country  Martyr  

115 A person for whom money or gain is the most important consideration  Materialistic  

116 A person chosen to settle dispute between two parties  Mediator  

117 A list of dishes at the restaurant  Menu 

118 One who does everything (including killing) for money  Mercenary  

119 A place where money is coined Mint 

120 One who hates mankind  Misanthrope  

121 One who hates women Misogynist 

122 Marrying one wife at a time  Monogamy  

123 A talk with oneself  Monologue 

124 The complete control of trade in particular goods or type of goods Monopoly 

125 A person who worships only one God Monotheist 

126 A place where dead bodies are kept for medical examination Mortuary 

127 Rebellion against lawful authority Mutiny 

128 A person or thing that has the same name as another Namesake 

129 Favouritism granted in politics or business to relatives Nepotism 

130 Occurring at night Nocturnal 

131 A person who collects coins Numismatist 

132 Notice of death especially in newspaper  Obituary  

133 A word or law no longer in use  Obsolete  

134 One who is all powerful  Omnipotent  

135 One who is present everywhere  Omnipresent  

136 One who knows everything  Omniscient  

137 A person who attends to the diseases of the eye  Ophthalmologist 

138 One who shapes one’s conduct according to the circumstances of the 

moment  

Opportunist  

139 One who looks at the bright side of things Optimist 

140 A person who makes a scientific study of birds Ornithologist 

141 Holding established opinions  Orthodox  

142 Dealing with injuries and diseases of the bones or muscles Orthopaedics 

143 A remedy for all diseases  Panacea  

144 One who lives on others  Parasite  

145 Sole right to make and sell some invention Patent 
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146 Property inherited from one’s father or ancestors  Patrimony  

147 One who looks at the dark side of things  Pessimist  

148 Lover of mankind  Philanthropist  

149 One who collects postage stamps  Philatelist  

150 One who does not care for art or literature  Philistine  

151 One who steals words and ideas from another person  Plagiarist  

152 Person who files a suit Plaintiff 

153 The practise of having many wives Polygamy 

154 occurring, awarded, or appearing after the death of the originator Posthumous 

155 A previous case which might serve as an example  Precedent  

156 A false name adopted by an author for writing Pseudonym 

157 A factious name used by an author  Pseudonym  

158 Murder of a king Regicide 

159 Violation of the sanctity of the religious place  Sacrilege 

160 An area where wild birds or animals are protected and encouraged to 

breed 

Sanctuary 

161 Occurring, operating, or done at the same time Simultaneous 

162 A speech expressing one’s thoughts aloud to oneself  Soliloquy  

163 One who walks in sleep  Somnambulist  

164 One who speaks for others  Spokesperson  

165 Written law made by a legislative body Statute 

166 One who is indifferent to pleasure or pain Stoic 

167 With one voice, a decision on which all are agreed  Unanimous  

168 Impossible to understand Unintelligible 

169 One who lends money at a very high interest Usurer 

170 The act of damaging a building or other public property  Vandalism  

171 A style full of words  Verbose  

172 One who possesses many talents Versatile 

173 A person with long experience of an occupation  Veteran  

174 A person who offers services without any return Volunteer 

175 A woman whose husband has died and who has not married again Widow 

 

 


