














































































Nehru on secularism

• Secularism was accepted as one of the fundamental basis for the 
development of democracy in India.

• The founding father of our constitution to get for granted that there 
would be tolerance in every aspect and sphere of our national life 
among all religious that prevail in our country.

• Secularism would does mean an attitude of tolerance and peaceful 
coexistence on the part of citizens belonging to different faith and a 
policy of perfect neutrality and equality by the states towards all 
religious communities.



• The philosophic poet Iqbal had saidमजब नहȣ ͧसखाता आपस मे बैर 
रखना, Ǒहदंȣ हे हम वतन है Ǒहदंèुतान हमारा.

• Secularism does not and should not mean multi communalism or 
encouragement or patronage by the state to different religious 
denominations.

• The tradition of coexistence and mutual tolerance has been an 
integral part of our culture for ages.

• Nehru is known as an architect of Indian secularism. The constitution 
of India contains his philosophy about the religious neutral state.



Indian secularism as a propounded by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and incorporated in the Indian constitution 
contains the three main features
• 1 our secularism is liberal in the sense that Nehru wanted it to 

combat communalism with social welfare politics while maintaining 
religious neutrality and ensuring religious equality and liberty to all 
minorities living in India.

• 2 Indian secularism is not absolute in its character that is, it is 
qualified in the sense that religious freedom given to all religions is a 
subject to all the considerations of public order, morality and welfare 
of the citizens as  such and the State authority may impose 
restrictions on any of the freedoms or rights guaranted under article 
25 of the Indian constitution.



• 3 Nehru's concept of secularism is both dynamic and enlightened as it 
allows the religion to play a part in the social welfare.



Nehru's definition of secularism.

• 1 first separation of religion from political ,economical, social and 
cultural aspect of life religion being treated as purely personal matter.

• 2 second dissociation of the state from religion
• 3 full freedom to all the religions and tolerance of all religions.
• 4 equal opportunities for followers of all religions and no 

discrimination and partially on grounds of religion.
• Thus Nehru was a unique statesman ,with an instinct for secularism.



• He was opposed to superstitions ,communalism and religious 
fundamentalism. He always wanted that his countrymen should 
become rational and secular in their attitudes.

• Nehru's understanding of secularism is a basically the separation of 
religion from politics. 

• Politics is associated with public activities. Religion is an individual or 
personal affair giving everyone the right to practice one's own 
religion.



• Nehru did not take religion in a narrow sense, religion does not teach 
hatred and intolerance, all religions speak the truth, that is the essence of 
each religion.

• Nehru believes that the religious basis of politics does not help social 
progress.

• Nehru respect Gandhiji's role of religion in politics.-
• Nehru was of the view that Gandhi had a moral view of politics. For 

Gandhiji religion can teach that politicians to be moral and ethical, it has a 
rule in society for teaching moral values and maintaining and ethical order.

• But at the same time he opposed the formation of political parties on 
communal or religious grounds.



• Nehru was an out and out secularist. He disapproved both the Hindu 
communalism as well as the Muslim communalism. Is the loyalty to 
secularism has been a great relief to the minorities in India.

• Nehru was a secularist in the sense that he transcended parochial 
consideration and looked from a broad humanistic perspective.

• Nehru secularism constitutes the bedrock of Indian nationalism which 
was the subsequently incorporated into the Indian constitution.

• Nehru's understanding of secularism is primarily  rooted in his 
emphasis on political and social equality.



His exposition of secularism emphasizes the 
following dimensions
• 1 the state does not either encourage or discourage religion. It means 

freedom of religion and conscience, including freedom for those who 
have no religion.

• 2 it conveys the idea of social and political equality
• 3 Nehru promoted secularism through social transformation and 

development ,it means eradicating inequality and backwardness



Nehru's views on secular state

• The term secular state is commonly used in the present day to 
describe the relation which exist or which ought to exist between 
state and religion.

• The secular state means a state which guarantees individual and 
corporate freedom of religion, deals with the individual as a citizen 
respective of his religion ,which is not constitutionaly connected to a 
particular religion, nor does it seek either to promote or interfere 
with it.



• A secular state is a state where citizens are not discriminated in any form or 
manner on the basis of their religion.

• 1 no established state religion
• 2 tolerance to all the religion
• 3 discouragement to bigotry फाजील धम[वेड
• 4 equality of rights
• 5 welfare of people
• 6 no religious education by government
• 7 condemnation of religious  dogma contrary to gods
• 8 no religion exempted from the laws of the secular state



• From above it should be clear that secularism, in it's true sense, is a 
possible only in a democratic society

• A true democratic society is one which adopts or practices the 
ideology of secularism and that state is called as a secular state.

• Thus Nehru's concept of secularism was intimately linked with the 
idea of the good society, he visualised for India



Nehru's ideas on nationalism

• Jawaharlal Nehru (1889 to 1964) emerged both as a leader and an 
ideologue in the freedom struggle of India. Indian history helped him 
to formulate his ideas on nationalism.

• 1 His sociological history shift his idea of nationalism
• 'Nationalism is essential a group memory of past achievements 

,traditions, experience.... People have short comforts and strengths in 
their old traditions‘

• '.... Remarkable development of present age has been re discovery of 
the past and of the nation'



• 2 is nationalism is a secular, rationalist, modernizing and 
universalizing

• Rejected from religious nationalism, cultural and militant nationalism, 
Narrow  conception of nationalism

• For him Bharat Mata ,India is the people of India, people of all caste 
,creed, religion, language

• 3 he was aware of the pitfalls दोष of divisive, competitive and egoistic 
tendencies in nationalism.

• '.. Nationalism is an Un reliable friend and and unsafe historian. 
• It blinds us to many happenings and sometimes distorts the truth...'



• 4 synthetic universalism
• All Nations part of same humanity, they should work hand in hand for 

progress of humanity without any ill- will, competition and egostic
• ideas of panchsheel principles of peaceful coexistence and 

internationalism
• 5 linked nationalism to socialism
• National freedom to bring about social transformation



Nehru theory and practice of nationalism 
have been nurtured on three foundations
• 1 the racial arrogance of the British rulers.
• 2 the second source of Nehru's nationalism was economic, he blamed 

the British for the rampant poverty and exploitation of the country.
• 3 the third root of Nehru's nationalism was political and 

administrative.
• Nehru's secularist approach proceeds from his liberal cultural 

upbringing.



• In his autobiography he condemned the protagonist and leaders of 
the Hindu Mahasabha as spokesman and reactionaries of upper class 
interest.

• During the post independence era Nehru emphasized National 
integration.



Nehru's nationalism had its clear distinctive 
features
• 1 it was a composite and a living force and as such could make the 

strongest Apple to the spirit of man.
• 2 it was secular. He was a strong advocate of the unity amongst 

various religious groups.
• 3 it was a broader approach
• 4 Nehru's nationalism was patriotism and independent of the 

country.
• 5 Nehru's nationalism was a firm commitment to the idea of 

complete independence of the country.



• Only such a type of socialism could be a driving force for freedom and 
it alone could give a certain degree of unity ,vigar and vitality to many 
people all over the world.



Views on internationalism

• Nehru was a lover of peace and wanted to promote it throughout the 
world.

• He opposed war tooth and nail. 
• He wanted to make the world as the abode of peace. 
• Peace and freedom have become individual and the world cannot 

continue for long in this atomic age is has also become a taste of 
human survival.



Is the feature of world peace or 
internationalism or foreign policy is as follows
• 1 Advantageous( or the country)
• Nehru wanted to pursue foreign policy which should be advantages for the 

country. It should be based on peace and should aim at establishing 
friendly relation with other countries of the world. This relation will be 
beneficial for the country.

• 2 Anti- Colonialism
• In promoting world peace, Nehru declared that colonialism in any form 

anywhere is to be opposed to subjugation of a country by colonial power 
which natural invades the freedom of the former

• .Champion of human freedom, Nehru opposed colonialism in his foreign 
policy which was given high regards by maximum courier of the world.



• 3 Anti -Racialism
• Racial security is to be given goodbye. It was this racialism which laid 

to the rise of Hitler in Germany and Mussolini in Italy and both of 
them broad the world on the brink of a Titanic war. 

• That racial security of the British people subjugated the Indians and 
made their life miserable. 

• So Nehru wanted to do away with racialism.



• 4 Panchsheel
• On the you of the Bandung conference, Nehru in association with the 

Chinese prime minister Chou- En- Lai declared in 1954 the fundamental 
principles of international understanding and cooperation. 

• Those are
• 1 mutual respect for each others territorial integrity and sovereignty
• 2 mutual non aggression
• 3 mutual non interference in each others internal affairs
• 4 equality and mutual advantage
• 5 peaceful co existence and economic cooperation



• 5 Non- Alignment
• Nehru developed the principle of non alignment for maintaining 

better understanding with the countries of the world. Non alignment 
means not to side with any superpower that is the USA or USSR. By 
doing this, Nehru kept India away from cold war or block politics. He 
never wanted to side with one and become enemy of the other. The 
country was guided by its own foreign policy where no supremacy of 
any power block was entertained.



• 6 Regional Cooperation
• Regional cooperation was another principle of India's foreign policy 

which Nehru envisaged for promoting peace among the Nations.
• Nehru wanted to maintain good relation with India's neighboring 

countries. Which will foster lasting peace among themselves. 
• Nehru wanted to expand this friendship and cooperation with as 

many countries as was possible.



• 7 Firm  faith on the UNO and Commonwealth of Nations
• Nehru had form faith on the UNO and commonwealth of nations. It 

was only because this organizations enabled the Nations to arrive at a 
solution. 

• those organizations provided forums to redress  the grievances of the 
people of the globe.

• By doing that those organizations would bring peace among the 
Nations



• 8 Clear vision of Defense
• Nehru had preached in  panchsheel develop mutual respect for each 

others territorial integrity and sovereignty. 
• If that is violated, one must come forward to protect the internal 

integrity of a nation. 
• So defense department of a country should be kept ready to meet 

such situation.
• Though, Nehru was against war, still he equipped  the defense 

department will to meet the external challenges.



• Thus Nehru was a promoter of world peace peaceful coexistence and 
mutual cooperation where the cornerstone of his  internationalism. 
Heropanti shield and non alignment principles made him distinct as a 
political philosopher of India.



Role of Nehru on NAM

• 1 the Asian relations conference took place in Delhi in 1947 , in which 
he promoted the delegates not to join any block and to get the ready 
for the freedom of their countries. He prompted the newly 
independent countries  to really United and mintain their separate 
identity.

• 2 he along with the Chinese premier Chou- En-Lai enunciated the five 
principles of peaceful ko existence i.e.panchsheel agreement.



• 3 The Bandung  conference of 1955 was a further step towards the 
formation of NAM. His principles of panchsheel became the bed rock 
of the NAM.

• 4 those were the efforts of the Nehru and other prominent leaders 
like president Sukarno, president Naaser, president Tito.

• 5 India under the leadership of Nehru played a leading role in various 
issues and problems of international politics, which strenthened the 
Non- aligned movement.










