


• 19th century India was characterized by the emergence of various 
ideologies and movt. Seeking to bring about social and pol. Reforms

• Justice MG Ranade was in the forefront of this reformist movt. In the 
western part of India

• He was the “Spiritual Father of Indian Liberalism”
• He stood for all-round and total reforms.
• He sought to enlighten the Indian masses about the benefits of material 

progress which a means of to ethical and desirable lives
• He expounded a political philosophy that aimed at spiritualization of 

politics but opposed the use of religion or spiritual authority in Politics.

















• From French revolution and enlightment in England were responsible 
of emerging the Liberalism

• Acc. To liberalism- Individual was a rational citizen
• It stands on ‘all men should have rights and must be enabled to enjoy 

equality of opportunities’
• The liberalism very much impacted at the time of Indian 

independence movt.
• Indian liberal thought rejected violence, force, agitation and 

bloodshed and believed in peaceful achievement of social and 
political goals



• Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Bamerjee, 
Phirojshah Mehta. GK Gokhale, GG Agarkar are prominent thinkers 
tried to present a liberal critique of Indian society and colonial state 
and provide a set of liberal ideas for the transformation of Indian 
society and polity.

• But no one of them succeeded in providing a comprehensive 
philosophical framework of Indian Liberalism.



• Liberalism is a political and moral philosophy based on liberty, 
consent of the govt., equality before law 

• Principles- limited govt., Individual rights, free markets, democracy, 
secularism etc.

• John Locke, Glorious revolution 1688. 1776
• His concept of liberalism was based on upon moral belief that the 

purpose of all human activity was the development of man and his 
capacity in all sphere of life



• ‘the end’ he wrote “is to renovate to purify and also to perfect the 
whole man by liberating his intellect elevating his standard of duty 
and perfecting all his powers”

• 3 goals of his liberalism- 1 political elevation, 2 social emancipation, 3 
spiritual enlighten

• He was a moderate liberalist. He didn’t believe in revolutionary 
methods(violence, war, force) political method is constitutional i.e. 
purity of means was emphasized.

• The change was sought through the constituted authority and not 
breaking it.



• The agitators were expected to exhaust all the legal means available 
and try to change the heart of rulers.

• Liberalism means progressive change belief in the dignity of human 
beings and individual liberties, duty to obey the laws of the state

• Gradual change through constitutional means-aims of liberalism
• Ranade believed that, advancement , if had to be permanent, had to 

be slow thus his liberalism was essentially progressive



Elitism

• The most imp. Feature of Ranade’s liberalism was its Elitism
• He thought that only the elites were capable of providing direction and 

control over the complex process of India’s transition from feudalism to 
liberalism

• He believed that in all backward countries like India– there is always only a 
minority of people who monopolies all the elements of strength

• His idea elite group was composed of Brahmans, Banias, Zamindars and the 
educated middle class. This sections of the contemporary Indian society 
possessed qualities like intelligence, wealthy, unity and initiative while the 
masses were ignorant unlettered, disunited etc. 

• This masses, on their own, were not capable of understanding th
significance of the principles of liberalism or participating in the liberal 
movt.























Negative Views

• 1. Critics on British Economic Policy:-
• Indian poverty, insufficient capital, wrong method of distribution of 

credit, loose of self confidence
• Industrial decay and growth of dependency on agriculture
• So British govt. take much emphasized on industrialization and focus 

on process of production not distribution of wealth
• When decide the govt. policy so given availability of chance to all 

minimum development
• Govt. not take neutral policy in economic spehere



2. Critics on British govt. policy of Sansthanik

• In those days, sansthanik used worst method/power
• So British govt. did not control but ignore it
• So role of British govt. was to remove their poli.power in the hands of 

sansthanik but did not –by British govt.
• Govt. given legitimacy to that sanstahnik and with that help of 

sanstahnik oppressed the people
• So govt. much take interests of people



3. Critics on Non-intervention policy of British 
govt. in public life
• He was a individualistic thinker and focus on individual liberty but 

rejected European individualistic idea
• In Europe individualism means minimum intervention of state in 

individual matter and human beings are rational, with their rationality 
they inculcate the sense of what is good and bad so no need of govt. 
cooperation to in individual in this regard

• So the European individualistic policy could not apply Britishers in 
India. So they can change their policy acc. To chainging time,place and 
circumstances



• There is differences between European and Indian situation so in 
underdeveloped India  Britishers take necessary step to pol. Eco. 
Social development and social reformist 

• Acc. To Ranade British power did not hindrances in individual liberty
• That’s why in India British govt. took reformist policy in agri. Indutrial , 

social, education sector
• So it is their duty











Social Reform

• His vision of reformation was total as it covered the social, pol. Eco., 
religious aspects of our livies.

• 1 Ranades criticism of the Hindu Society:-
• He felt that the root of all evils of the Hindu society could be traced to 

a distorted understanding of the Hindu religion
• It was religion that gave sanction to the caste system, untouchability 

and subjugation of women
• He maintained that the caste system had divided the Hindu society 

into groups and factions



• Birth and not merit determined a persons social mobility
• He wanted total change in the Hindu society
• He was critical of the lack of freedom in the Hindu society
• He advocated the creation of a society in which individuals would be 

free to associate with one another and not be conspired by 
considerations of caste status and the limitations imposed by the 
caste system



Ranade on Method of Social Reforms

• He advocated social reforms because he knew that all-round reforms 
were necessary to bring about social reforms and he held that barring 
revolution all other methods should be pursued

• Acc. To him, there were 4 methods of social reform and they were 
as follows:-

• 1. the first method was the method of tradition in which the cause of 
social reforms was advocated with the help of religious texts

• 2 the second method was that of appealing to the conscience of the 
people to the corrupt, superstations and unjust practices



• 3. it was enforcement of reforms by means of penalities for instance 
th egovt. Banned the practice of burning widows

• 4. the fourth method was that of rebellion which sought to change th
eevil and inhuman customs by force. This could however break the 
continuity and would divide the society

• He did not favour the revolutionary method beacause it would break 
the historical continuity of the community 

• He recoomended the first two methods but he was not averse to the 
use of state power or enforcement of reform



On Social Reforms

• He belive in all round development of the society and held that social, 
religious , pol. Ecenomic refroms were interdependent
















