


Plato- Greek political philosopher 

• Western Political thought















• Plato as a young man studied for 8 years with Socrates
• He came under the influence of Socrates at the age of 20 and was his 

pupil till his death in 399
• Plato was shocked by the death of Socrates and changed all his plans 

and turned to a life of philosophy.
• He realized that the politicians and the philosophers were 

antagonistic and lacked unity of purpose 



• He wanted to establish that the good state is the just state In which 
wisdom ruled.

• He simply wanted to justify Socrates and tried to discover those 
eternal principles of human conduct which alone could bring 
happiness to the individual and stability to the state.



Three formula of his political thought

• 1 individual development could be based on only through community
• 2 political objects never compromise with morality. It means  political 

ends never affect on morality.
• 3 every acts of politicians must be fulfilled definite goals.





• 1 The Republic- written by Plato , at the age of 40 yrs, in the form of 
dialogue, ‘concerning Justice’. Thesis of moral subject, political utopian 
thought

• 2. The Statesman- dialogue form, developed the idea of a ruler.

• 3. The Laws- this is third stage of his political thought. He felt negative 
experienced, ex. Pelopesian war-ancient Greek war- Sparta vs Athens-
impact – thirty tyrants installed in Athens

• He found everywhere corrupt youths mind, city state Gods evil effect etc. 











Theory of Justice

• The republic which was written in the maturity of platos life has come 
down to us with a dual title the state or concerning justice .

• its fundamental issue is the discovery of the nature and habitation of 
justice 

• Plato was not at all satisfied with prevailing degenerated condition of 
Athens of which he was a citizen



• Plato saw two serious flaws which were according to him the cause of 
this downfall

• 1 ubiquity ignorance masquerading in the guise of knowledge
• 2 critical selfishness of both the rulers as well as the ruled
• The sophists cultivated the spirit of individualism
• they taught that individual was everything and the state was it means 

for the fulfillment of his desires
• The political selfishness divided Athens into two hostile camps of rich 

poor, oppressor and oppressed.



Mission of Platonism

• At the time of the birth of a plato, Athens was facing a political crisis -
Democracy will not ruled. limited object that economic gain, social 
war in Greek and constitutional opposition readily turn into a 
Jacquerie(vilolent revolution)

• Hence it became the mission of a political philosophy by Plato:
• to rehabilitate strong and impartial authority which should mean not 

to the rule of the rich over the poor or of the poor over the rich but of 
something either above or at any rate combining both- according to 
Barker



• In  Athens the class conflict was at its maximum.
• Each class was trying to exercise its own authority
• The principle ‘might is right’ was generally followed
• The ruling class was a self centred
• They were fullfiling their own purposes
• There Was no consideration of good or bad
• Plato’s mind was greatly affected by these prevailing conditions in 

Athens



• Plato was indebted to Socrates for the later’s master idea that ‘virtue 
is knowledge’

• There could be no virtue without knowledge.
• He spoke in the praise of division of labour.
• Every individual should be assigned to that work for which he is best 

fitted.
• This was the basis of all the starting point of his theory of justice



•Division of labour and specialization within the 
state will result that each class will dwell within 
its boundaries, concentrated upon its own work 
and there will be no room for class conflict 
Plato’s eyes justice was that each should do his 
own appointed work. It was the real principle of 
social life



• That's why Republic is also known as a treatise  concerning justice
• Its aim was to substitute a true conception of justice for the false 

views which common error and sophistic teaching had 
contrived(plan) to spread



• Meaning of justice
• To word justice has been derived from the Greek word ‘Diakaiosume’.
• It is a wider term than the word justice and Plato to has used this 

term in a wider sense.
• This word comes very near to morality or righteousness
• If we take justice in the modern the sense of the term we will not be 

in a position to follow the fundamental principles of platonic justice.
• He justice is closely related to the morality.



Theory of Cephalous –traditionalism
The first conception of justice to be considered in the Republic is the 
theory of Cephalous which underlines traditional morality
The exponent of this theory was Cephalous and his son polemarchus
To Cephalous was a good representative of old conventional morality 
and of the business class
According to him justice seems to lie in ‘speaking the truth and paying 
once debts to gods and men’



• To understand the platonic theory of justice it is necessary to mention 
the current conceptions of justice and the reasons for which he 
rejected those views



Polymarchus, faithfully to his father and the traditional of the elders 
champions the old view of justice in a slightly altered form
That is it consist in the given to each man of what is proper to him.
The word proper used by polymercus leads to the assumption that 
justice is an art which gives good to friends and evil to enemies



• Criticism of the theory of Cephalus by
• Plato This theory of justice has been rejected by Plato on following 

ground 
• first once supposed friends may be friends in appearance but 

enemies in a reality.
• To do evil to even our enemies is inconsistent with the most 

elementary conception of morality
• This view takes into account only the relations between two 

individuals on the individualistic grounds and ignores the social whole 
which is the raison d’etre (reason for being) any theory of the justice



• The theory of Thrasymachus- radicalism
• He represents the new and critical views of the letter fifth century he looks 

at justice from the point of view of the unconventional immoralism.
• He does not believe in moral obligation.
• He defines justice as the interest of the stronger in other words might is 

right a man what to do what he can do and deserves what he can get in all 
forms of government ,laws are made to suit the interest or to serve the 
purpose of ruler or rulers

• Second principle is that Injustice is better than justice, the unjust man is a 
wiser man than just.



• Criticism by Plato
• First such concept of justice the interest of the stronger can a never 

be true principle of society .
• society cannot exist under a such on extreme concept of 

individualism and it will reduce the society to pieces
• 2 Government is an art and hands can never be in the interest of the 

stronger. All arts are called into existence by defects in the material 
with which they deal.



The doctor attempts to remove the defects of the body the teacher 
those of the mind the object of every art is the well being of its 
material.
According to Thrasymachus  that a government governs for its own 

advantage and that injustice is better than justice stands now here 
because to the former view opposes the socratic concept of 
government as an art.
Plato argues that everything had its appointed function which cannot 
be discharged by any other thing
From this of specific function plato turns to that of a virtue or 

excellence.



The Theory of Glaucon- Pragmatism

• Acc. To Him, justice is an artificial thing, the product of convention.
• Stating practically the view advocated by modern writers of the 

school of the social contract…..
• Justice is the child of fear. He said justice springs out of the weakness 

of the many combined against the strength of the few.
• Glaucon’s argument would lead to the following conclusions-
• 1 the state is born not on universal moral principles, but is born of a 

compact based on mutual 
• 2 the state is not a natural org., it is a conventional org.



Plato’s criticism

• 1 Plato denies that justice is conventional and hence something 
external.

• Acc. To plato justice does not depend for its own origin upon change 
conventions or for is validity upon external force.

• Justice is the right condition of the human soul, demanded by the 
very nature of man when seen in the fullness of his environment 
justice is something internal.

• Such concept of justice held by glaucon, resembles the modern social 
contract theory of Glucon can be criticized on the same ground of 
social contract theory.



• Acc t Plato justice exists both in the State as well as in the individual.
• Acc. To Palto justice resides in the ideality constructed community 

and can be identified with complete virtue which consists of 4 virtues 
i.e. Wisdom, Courage, Temperance and Justice.



• Acc. To Sabine-
• Platonic justice is the blood which holds a society together a 

harmonious union of individuals , each of whom has found his life 
work in accordance , with his natural fitness and his training

• It is both  public and a private virtue because the highest good both 
of the state and of its members is thereby conserved.



To Sum Up…….

• Justice in the words of Plato is the “will to concentrate on one’s own 
sphere of duty and not meddle wit sphere of others, and its 
habitation, therefore is in the heart of every citizen, who does his 
duty in his appointed place.”

• ‘Virtue befitting the Social order’

Befitting VirtueDominant TraitSocial Class

WisdomKnowledgePhilosophers King

CourageEmotionSoldiers
TemperanceAppetiteTraders/producer















Characteristics of Plato's theory of justice

• Social stratification:-
• Plato’s theory of justice is based upon social stratification.
• Plato has indicated a three fold social stratification involving the 

guardians ,the soldiers and the general peoples such as the artisans 
farmers, gold maker, craft man etc.

• Justice therefore consist in the fulfillment of duties by all these three 
classes in the state.



• Quality of soul:-
• Justice according to play to is the quality of the soul 
• therefore it does not a depend upon any external source of power.
• It is the voice of conscience of man.



• Functional specialization:-
• his the theory of justice arrived at a functional special among citizens. 
• According to three human tendencies is Plato classified society into 

three classes. 
• The cognitive represents guardians, 
• the conative represents soldiers and the effective represents general 

masses.



• Philosopher King rules:-
• According to Plato philosopher king is the wisest person among 

human beings there for justice is possible in a state where the 
philosopher King rules.

• In the justice concerning the state all the citizens should do their duty. 
Each of parts of the state should carry on its own activity.

• According to Plato justice is the same everywhere it is the universal 
principle.



• The theory of justice is not jural but moral and hence  it does not 
fulfill jural duties.

• According to Plato the establishment of justice requires freedom for 
women.

• He was of the view that women should be given equal rights in the 
state to participate in all the activities along side with men.

• Plato launched a scheme of planned education so that the citizens 
would be able to realize the justice.









• Plato education
• Principles
• First he is a scheme of education AIIMS at an all round development 

of human personality
• Second the curriculum changes in accordance with the advancement 

of an individuals age
• Third the state should control education of the individuals
• Forth scheme off education continuous for the whole of life
• Fifth Plato Les much stress on gymnastics and music for physical and 

mental development of the members of his ideal state



Aims of Plato’s education

• First education in plato’s metaphor results in the turning of the inward eye 
towards the light. Aim of education is self realization 

• Education is the attraction towards beautiful things this is the reason of 
that high place which place to assigns to art and particularly to music as 
means of education

• Third the Plato education is a lifelong process. The real education begins 
from the age of 50 as from that is an individual attends maturity

• education is connected with the reaction of the soul on its environment.
• Barker says this reaction is spiritual life as much as the reaction of the body 

on its food is physical life the soul can no more life without food for its 
activities then can the body and their for so long as the soul lies the need 
of the education is nutriment.



Features of Plato's education

• State controlled compulsory education:-
• In his plan of education Plato adopts as state control system of 

compulsory education. 
• By education the ruler moles the character of the individuals and 

cultivate a feeling of unselfishness towards their duties.
• Maintain harmony in various classes and harmonious state



• Innovation upon Athenian practical's :-
• a plan for state controlled compulsory education was the most 

important innovation upon Athenian practice.
• It must be regarded as a running criticism upon the democratic 

custom of living every man to purchase for his children such 
education as he fancies or as the market affords



• Mental and physical development of the individuals:-
• The aim of platonic education is mental and physical development of 

individuals that's why he has attached much important to gymnastics 
and music.

• Is a scheme provided for the body as much as for the soul. 
• Plato always thought of a healthy mind in a healthy body. 
• Is ideal state is the product of his education



• Basis of an ideal state:-
• Is a final goal was to create an ideal state on the basis of justice and 

their for the element of justice was given a significant place in his 
scheme of education. 

• The division of education into two parts primary and secondary was 
something very scientific and psychological.



• Both for men and women:-
• His educational scheme is mint for both sexes men and women. 
• Do in Athens women wear educated from education scheme.
• Only men wear allowed to receive education



• Scheme of education is an ideal and philosophical plan:-
• His scheme only affects the philosophers.
• It is not clear as to whether artisans were included in his plan of 

education or not
• Censorship on education:-
• To maintain a moral standard among the youths
• Plato propounds strict censorship on all literary and artistic works. 
• He could not tolerate wrong literature at at any cost. 
• He knew the influence of a bad literature.



• In his scheme of education much stress is being laid on a course of 
dialectics of his real guardians.

• His plan of education is based on the recognition of the fact that soul 
acts like a living organism.

• The problem of education is to give the soul a proper environment 
suited to the development of the various elements of soul.













Evaluation of plato’s philosophy of education

• Little education for productive classes:-
• In play to the scheme of education the productive classes is granted 

only primary education which implies higher education is intended for 
soldiers and governing classes and the labor class has no need for 
such an education.

• No individual differences:-
• Plato suggested same kind of education to be given to any entire class 

of people according to uniform curriculum. 
• This will lead to creation of only one kind of citizen leading to lack of 

variety and static monotony.



• Neglect of literary education:-
• Plato’s curriculum also neglects training in literature by stressing the 

importance in mathematics
• Stress on philosophy:-
• Some people get the impression that plateaus in systems on 

philosophy is exaggerated and that it could lead to an increase in the 
number of contemplative individuals at the expense of more practical 
members.






































