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Aristotle is regarded as the father of political science.
He was a great Greek philosopher.

He was the first one to give a working definition of political science.
He believed that political science was a powerful and dynamic branch(masterpiece) of science.




Introduction =

Aristotle was born in 384 BC at Stagira, a small Greek
colonial town.

Student of Plato and teacher of Alexander The Great

Aristotle was a Realist, Plato was an Ildealist.

Realism reject the Idealist notion that only ideas are
real

His father (Nichomacus)was Physician to king of
Macedon Amentias




Plato’s Academy

Aristotle was attached to Plato’s academy at 17 for two reasons
1. It was the best place in Greece to carry on advanced studies.
2. His mind received indelibly the impression of Plato’s teaching

Aristotle’s most important treatise in his “Politics” which is one of the
most valuable works on political science.

His “Politics” begins with a consideration of the organ of the state and
the nature of political society.




Influence of Plato’s ideas on Aristotle e

°* That the most potent factor in moulding citizen is the
compulsory system of education.

° That by nature man is social animal and he must lead
a social life.

* That the good life is possible only in a city-state of a
moderate size.

* That only few capable citizens should have the right
of exercising public functions.




Continue.......

That Democracy is not any ideal form of government
That only slaves or non-citizens will do manual labour

That the virtue of the state is identical with that of
the individual

So he was a practical man and a realist philosopher




The title of fatherhood of Political Science bestowed upon Aristotle is not
without justification.

He was brought up in the order of medicine as his father was a physician of
the king of Macedonia.

Since his childhood he got every opportunity and encouragement to develop
a scientific bent of mind.

Instead of turning towards literature like his great master Plato, he built the
terminology of science and philosophy.




In the words of Renan, “Socrates gave philosophy to mankind and Aristotle gave science to
it.”

He does not believe in abstract notions of justice and virtue, but has a concrete approach.

He discarded utopian philosophy of Plato and advocated logical and scientific theories
based upon realism.

Aristotle supported the principle of unity through diversity.

He was of the view that reality lay in the concrete manifestation of things.

He separated ethics from politics.




We can say that Aristotle laid the foundation of a real political science by his

keen and practical political approach and systematic treatment of the subject.

He may be called the “Scientist of Politics” because of his empirical study.

He tries to understand the nature of politics which can be with in the
experience and observation of human conscience which we call it as
empirical approach 1e the foundational principle of his political theory.




His contribution to the field of politics is huge enough to call it as the science rather
than philosophy which was widely accepted . A few of his contributions are:

intensifies his convictions towards state and humans.

Theory of citizenship
Theory of property
Theory of justice
Theory of equality
Theory of democracy

Theory of revolution etc..




* Aristotle is treated as father of Political science because of his scientific
approach.

* However we should not use science here in conventional sense of
experimental science.

* Your science is just an attitude that in too comparative sense. Latest world of
ideas, Aristotle believes that it 1s better to be worldly wise.




Aristotle's theory of justice different from Plato's theory of ideas.

For Plato idea is independent of the matter where as for Aristotle's total they are
interdependent.

For Aristotle all ideas are present in this world, there is no idea which is to be
imported from outside world

thus Aristotle 1s more practical where as Plato 1s idealist.

Hence Plato is called father of Political philosophy and Aristotle 1s called as father
ot Political science




He also deserves to be called as a father of Political science due to following
reasons

First Plato's book is encyclopedia in a nature where as Aristotle politics deals
entirely with study of constitution

Second he has studied 158 constitutions

He has applied the method of biology in his classification of constitution




* In his theory of constitution and revolutions he has used inductive ((
. particular to general))approach that is of reasoning

* He is a father of constitutionalism or rule of law

* He has influenced a large number of scholars in all easiest example saint
Thomas acquines in medieval Times, Hannah Arendt in contemporary Times




* Aristotle 1s called the father of political science because he elaborated the
. topics and thinking of Ideal state, slavery, revolution, education, citizenship,

forms of government, the theory of golden mean, theory of constitution
ete:

He said these topics are essential for a man to know his surroundings and

environment. He also said a famous quoted that ‘Everyman is a social and
political animal’.




® His study on these matters and subjects of governance, education, ideology

. made him confident in political issues. Hence he is regarded as the father of

political science.

* Aristotle called politics as a master science because it's a social activity
through which human being attempt to improve their lives and create good
society. And all the aspect and dimensions of human being influence by it
like what we eat . what we say. what we can do. etc




Father of Political Science —

* His approach to the problem was scientific

. ° He gave an independent character to the
science

* He was a Realist
° He employed a Comparative method
* As believer of the ‘things as they are’




Continu.......

* He was a systematiser of existing knowledge

* He gave a moderate treatment to the concept
of property

° He believed in the Supremacy of Law

* His attention to the economic basis of
political institutions




Aristotle conceives political science
in a dual sense o

°* As a pure science related with the absolute
good of man and the perfect state

° As a practical science dealing with the
constitutional relations of actual men in
actual societies
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Concept of State =

* Origin of State

. * Nature or Features of State
* Objectives of State

* Functions of State

 Classifications of State or Constitution or
Government
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Origin of State
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Nature of State

State is prior to Individual

State is Natural Institutions

State as Supreme Association

State as Organic nature

State as self-sufficient institution
State is Final and Complete Institution
Monistic to Pluralistic nature of state




Objectives of State

* Individual development

. * Make peoples self-sufficient and

developed virtue in their mind and
actions

* Those who are not lived in a state it may
be God or supernatural thing
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Functions of the State

To ensure a perfect and self-sufficing life of its members

To develop man’s good faculties into a habit of good action

To satisfy the natural needs of its members

To attainment of intellectual, Moral, Physical excellence of Individuals
To develops such conditions in that person enjoys their peaceful life

To given equal treatment to all citizen's




Classification of State or
Government

Numbers of * The Number of persons who

exercise supreme power in the

Rulers piae

e The aims for which the supreme
power is exercised, which may be
for the good of the ruled and rulers




Classification
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Monarchy Tyranny
Aristocracy Oligarchy

Polity Democracy




S
it

e P o B WA '
R L ok e -
SN M Nt ints et e 0 Sy 4

Shortly Defines

Monarchy- A government by a king who rules for the
good of The whole community.

- A perverted from of monarchy in which the
one ruler uses his supreme authority for his own
selfish ends or benefits.

Aristocracy- The rule of the few good rulers who
exercise supreme authority for the well-being of the
people.




Continu....... —

* Oligarchy- The selfish government of the few rich men
in their own interests.

* Polity- A good form of the rule of the many for the
good of all.

- The rule of the poor who are many but

lawless, just as oligarchy is the rule of the few rich,
who are selfish.




* Aristotle's believes that monarchy and Aristocracy are the best forms of

govt., but taking human nature into consideration he 1s inclined to favor a
. ‘moderate democracy OR POLITY LE.’ MIXED FORM OF GOVT., OR
SUPREMACY OF MIDDLE CLASS.

* OVER THE years , the Aristotle's polity became synonyms with
REPRESENTATIVE GOVT., OR DEMOCRACY and his perverse form
of polity was renamed as MOB RULE OR ANARCHY




Aristotelian Cycle of Political
Change

L=

It contains that how one form changes into another.
First of all, there is 2a monarchy or kingship, the rule of a good king.
In course of time, the kings become bad and oppressive tyrants.

But the tyranny does not last long, for the people overthrow it
under the Ileadership of a few good men, who establish an
aristocracy.

When the character and aims of the few rulers degenerate
aristocracy becomes ocligarchy.

Then the citizens establish a constitutional rule of the many, which
Aristotle called Polity.

Thus polity degenerates into democracy, the rule of the mob, but
this lawlessness and confusion too cannot last long, sooner or later,
one strongman, e.g. a successful military leader assumes supreme
power and once again re-establishes monarchy or the rule of one.

Thus the cycle of change or progression come.




Citizenship

* Greek city-states there was always a
group of citizens privileged by birth to
participate in political life of the state.

° In Book 1l of the “Politics” Aristotle
comes to the central theme i.e.
citizenship and of the state




Aristotle had a conservative standpoint for the concept of citizenship

He explained a state as a collective body of citizens

Citizenship was not to be determined by residents since the resident the resident
aliens and slaves also shared a common residence with citizens but we're not
citizens.

Describe citizen as a person who has the power to take part in the deliberative or
the judicial administration of eatly state

Now the question arrives as to who is a citizens here the stars negatively .he first of
all tells us what does not constitutes citizenship




What does not constitute
citizenship =

Aristotle says that mere residence in a state does not

make a person a citizen; allies and slaves also live in the
same place but they are not as citizens.

The only right of suing and being sued does not make a .
citizen, for this may be provided aliens by a treaty. |

Those who are disenfranchised or exiled are also not
citizens.

In short, citizenship cannot be defined in terms of

residence only their function distinguishes between a
citizen and a non citizens.
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Definition of Citizenship =

CITIZENSHIP should be defined in terms of function.

According to Aristotle, “A citizen is one who
participates in the administration of justice and in
legislation as a member of the deliberative assembly
either or both these being the two essential functions
of sovereignty”

So only that person is a citizen who has the right to
take part in the affairs of the government
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Qualification of Citizenship

A Citizen must be an active member of a city-state

Residence or membership of the state does not make
a man citizen.

He must have the capacity to rule and to be ruled.

A citizen must have leisure. He should not engage
himself in business or trade or earning livelihood.




* In the absence of leisure an individual will not be able to cultivate virtue.

* Leisure made possible by holding property and possessing slaves




Holding Property ...A Significance

by Aristotle

A property less individual cannot cultivate virtue therefore
cant become good citizen

A property less person takes no interest in the affairs of
the state. He has no property land so he needs no
protection fro the state.

Property less individual cannot have experience in the
state management because only holding of property may
lead to proper management.

Education is essential for citizenship according to Plato
and Aristotle.




A good citizen by Aristotle

A good citizen would have the intelligence and ability to rule and be ruled

Aristotle suggested a good citizen as someone who could live in harmony
with the constitution and

had sufficient leisure time to devote himself to the task and responsibilities

of (‘ifi7enship




* According to William Ebenstein,

. * Aristotle idea of citizenship is that of the economically independent

gentleman who has enough experience ,education and leisure to devote him
to active citizenship, for citizen must not lead the life of mechanics or
tradesman for such life 1s hostile to virtue. Does he regard citizenship as a
bond forged by the intimacy of participation in public matters

* So Aristotle makes significant difference between the ‘parts of the state’ and
its ‘necessary conditions’
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Aristotie on Slavery

Most important questions dealt by Aristotle i.e. the household is the
nature and jurisdiction of slavery

As we have seen earlier that the state is made up of households and
the parts of the household are those individual group composite and
a complete household consist of two that is slaves and free man

In family slave is a living possession

A slave is not merely a slave of his master but wholly belongs to him
whereas the master does not belong to the slave.

A slave differs from his master is not possessing reason and from
animals in being able to comprehend it.




* Aristotle holds that property 1s a part of the household for no man can live
. well or indeed live at all unless he be provided with necessaries.

* Some are living others non living and so in the arrangement of family a slave
is a living possession
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Definitions of Slavery

To Aristotle a slave is a living possession and is an instrument of action.

A slave wholly belongs to his master. A slave participates in reason but does
not possess reason.

Salvery belongs to his master a slave participates in reason but a does not
possesses reason that is a natural slaves.

It means slaves have no reasoning power despite the ability to understand
and follow their intellect

Two propositions-

_Bty nature men are unequal and divided with respect to their capacities for
virtue.

That it is possible to determine who is virtuous and non virtuous




* So he stated that slavery is natural and beneficial to both the masters as well

as the slaves




Aristotle justified slavery system on 3 grounds that is

Natural
second necessary and

third expediency




Aristotle Justification of Slavery

Natural Inequality of Mankind

Superiors Rule over Inferiors
It secures the best conditions for the slave

A master also needs slaves because he cannot lead a
good life without them.

In his days slavery was in vogue everywhere in the
world




Again there are others whose low intellect enables them only to obey orders

For household purposes the combination of two is necessary and slavery is
an accordance with nature
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First natural inequality of mankind

He holds that main are by Nature unequal with respect to their capacities for

virtue
Man 1s endowed by nature with different qualities
Nature does not want man should be mentally and physically equal.

There are those who possesses high endowment of reason which makes they
meet to command and direct




* Superior rule over inferior by Aristotle

. * Aristotle remarks for that some should rule and others be ruled is a thing,

not only necessary but expedient, from the hour of their birth, some are

marked out of subjection others for rule...

* Slavery is just one more manifestation of the general rule by nature of the
subordination of the inferior to the superior that 1s of the body to the soul,
of appetite to reason of animals to men, of a female to male and so on




® Necessary

* Slaves are considered indispensable because they provide leisure that was
most essential for the welfare of the state

* Aristotle started that slavery benefited the slaves as well because by being a

slave ,he would bring able to share the virtuous of the master and elevate
himself




* Expediency

* Aristotle had opinion that sleeves have sustain the Greek social economic
system and they assisted Greece against social requirement.

* It was balancing to the slaves as well as the masters and that it is in precision
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Aristotle justified slavery but no
doubt but with certain conditions

° A distinction should be made between a slave by nature and a
slave by law.

* He disapproves of slavery by law, which means slavery by force

° The master should not abuse his authority while dealing with the
slaves. He should be the friend of his slave.

* All slaves should be given the hope and opportunity of
emancipation.

* The prisoners of war or legal slaves should be enslaved only if
they are intellectually inferior to their victors
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Criticism on Slavery

* Classification of individuals on the basis of capacities

is wrong and he never provided any logical method to
. be adopted to classify individuals.

°* He rejected historical origin of slavery and justified it
on philosophical rationalization.

* His views on slavery reflect his conservatism and
primitive outlook towards life.

° His theory is highly prejudicial and contradictory to

 the human dignity and niceties of life.
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Aristotle's Theory of Revolution

* Meaning of Revolution
* Causes of Revolution
*1 general 2 particular

* Methods of Prevention
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Introduction

Vth Book of the politics is due to the discussion of the causes and remedies
of revolutions.

Dealing this subject his ripe displays his political wisdom

Aristotle head consulted 158th constitutions of the Greek city state




Aristotle statement of revolutions may be
divided into two parts and there as follows

* part I, is a practical manual of conduct advising oligarchs, democrats,

. aristocrats ;monarch and tyrants on how to keep themselves in power

* II part 1s patriotism on the philosophic basis of the good and stable
government.

* In the treatment of revolution Aristotle rejects the theory of cycles and a
priority method of Plato and deals with the subject historically and
empirically




The meaning of revolution |

Why Aristotle revolution conveys two fold meaning

If there occurs a change in the existing constitution of the state to Aristotle
it was revolution.

For example if in the state the constitution has changed from monarchy to
democracy to Aristotle it is a revolution.

Any change 1n the constitution small or big meant revolution to him




* Secondly even if the constitution remains the same but the ruling authority
. has been transferred from one man to another in the opinion of Aristotle it

1s also a revolution.

* In short any change in the constitution or in the ruling power means
revolution to Aristotle
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Causes of revolutions

* General causes of revolutions
® Particular causes of revolution

* Revolution in particular kinds of state




General causes of revolutions

First men's craving for equality (Inequality)

The most general causes of revolution is to be the craving of men for
equality.

Equality has dual character absolute and proportional.

Absolute equality means all means are equal so equal practice to them and
proportional equality means equal practice to equal men and unequal practice
to unequal men




* The masses are ever seeking for absolute equality for the same privileges and
power that are possessed by the few.

* The few strive for proportional equality for security in privileges and power
of or responding to their superior wealth or ability or birth.
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* Second strono desire for justice
g ]

* The seeds of revolutions are to be found in the one sided and perverted motions of
justice.

* Aristotle holds that may not turn to revolution when they think they have not got
their dues.

* So chief cause of revolution is injustice.

* The fact that one section of the community get less than what actually 1t deserves
and the other sections gets more them what it had it due.




Particular causes of revolution

Desire for gain and profit

Universal desire for honour Q=i U&TT TAd ol S HSOT EI"TI@?IT gy
o HTeT a hTelell ITATAIhsolence 3TaTTe 31T REUe

The position of absolute power by an individual or group so as to create fear in the
minds of the subject

And you prominence of individuals or in other words if undue importance 1s
attached to certain individuals it may result into revolutions

Conquest

Disproportionate increase in any part of the state




Election intrigues

Careless shows 1n granting public offices to disloyal citizens

Neglect of minor changes which might assume large proportions afterwards
Dissimilarity of different elements in the state

The dissension and rivalries of people of different races in the state

Dynasty quarrels
Force

Fraud
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Revolutions in particular kinds of state

In democracies

Revolutions are caused by the policy of demagogues in attacking the rich

In other words in democracy demagogues are responsible for the
transformation of power .the turn either into tyrannies or oligarchies.
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* In Oligarchies

. * Tirst reason that is oppressive or doctorial rule and second rivalry and

dissensions among the ruling oligarchs
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®* In the aristocracies

. * Revolutions are held to the policy of narrowing down the circle of the
government.
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In monarch and tyrants

First their undignified behavior towards the masses
creating hatred in the minds of the people

Second there conflicting nature

Third personal insult infected on some notable per on urging to conspiracy
and revolt.

Forth the influence of the neighboring states of an opposite character




* According to Aristotle democracy is more secure
and stable than oligarchy.

* It also stands near to polity which he regards as the
best practicing state.




Means for preventing revolutions

General principles

First to check the developing feeling of a political injustice the constitution should
be based on the content of all the citizens

Good relations between the rulers and ruled should be maintained
No individual or group should be allowed to become extra powerful

It 1s an necessary to create such an atmosphere that every should feel that he 1s
getting his due

Second the education of the people in the spirit of the constitution so it 1s a
political aim




Third the habit of obedience to law should be inculcated, lawlessness should
not be allowed to creep in even in small and triffling matter

Fourth the small and petty changes in the status quo must be watched
carefully

Fifth there should not be a Monopoly of an individual or the classes over the
political power

the different classes in the state should be treated with proper consideration




* honors and rewards should be distributed as widely as possible because

. inequalities of offices and honors drive men to revolutions

* political offices should be within the approach of everyone who is able of
performing his duties well

* the organization of government of the state should be such as to provide
the holders of political authority are not in a position to make money but of
their offices




* Government would gain popularity and stability and administration of public
finance are open to public security




Particular preventions that is particular forms
of government

* Aristotle describes the methods by which stability of each one of the
. different forms of government can be secured

* First in the mixed constitutions special care must be taken to detect the
obscure beginning of new conditions making for political change.

* Second in aristocracy and oligarchy the inferior class must be well treated and

the principles of democratic equality must be followed among the privileged
classes




* In democracy the rich should be encouraged to share in those administrative

functions which do not affect the sovereign power




Aristotle suggest various methods to be
followed by a tyrant |

First a tyrant must employee spies and especially female spies

He should pursue and aggressive policy abroad
He should keep people busy

He must show zeal in a religion but with dignity

He must show personal favors

He should punish the guilty

He should increase the material well being of the citizens
He should adorn his City that 1s beautiful

He should keep his passion under control
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