
The motor vehicle Act,1988. 

The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 is an important piece 

of legislation in India that governs various aspects 

of motor vehicles, road safety, and related matters.  

Important provisions_ 

1. Licensing: The act outlines the rules and 

regulations for obtaining driving licenses for 

different types of vehicles and categories of drivers. 

 

2. Registration: It mandates the registration of 

motor vehicles and prescribes the procedures for 

the same. 

 

3. Insurance: The act requires all motor vehicles to 

be insured against third-party liability to cover 

compensation for accidents. 

 

4. Traffic Rules and Regulations: It defines various 

traffic rules, signals, and road safety regulations 

that drivers must adhere to. 

 



5. Penalties and Offenses: The act specifies 

penalties for traffic violations and various offenses 

related to motor vehicles. 

 

6. Vehicle Standards: It establishes standards for 

vehicle construction, safety features, emissions, 

and more. 

 

7. Road Safety: The act focuses on promoting road 

safety through the enforcement of seat belt and 

helmet laws, drunk driving regulations, and other 

safety measures. 

 

8. Motor Vehicle Taxation: It outlines the taxation 

system for motor vehicles and the collection of road 

taxes. 

 

9. Transport Authorities: The act establishes 

transport authorities responsible for regulating and 

overseeing transportation services. 

 



10. Accidents and Claims: It provides procedures 

for reporting accidents, handling insurance claims, 

and seeking compensation for victims of accidents. 

 

Please note that the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, has 

undergone several amendments over the years, and 

its provisions may vary from state to state within 

India.  

Under the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, several 

tribunals are established to deal with various 

matters related to motor vehicles, primarily 

concerning disputes and claims. Here's an overview 

of these tribunals, their composition, authorities, 

and functions: 

 

1. **Motor Accident Claims Tribunals (MACT)**: 

   - **Composition**: MACTs are typically presided 

over by a Judicial Officer, with one or more 

members who may be experts in the field of law or 

medicine. 

   - **Authorities**: MACTs have the authority to 

adjudicate claims related to motor vehicle 



accidents. They determine compensation for 

victims or their families in cases of injury, death, or 

property damage arising from motor accidents. 

 

2. **State Transport Appellate Tribunals**: 

   - **Composition**: These tribunals are usually 

headed by a retired High Court judge or a qualified 

legal expert. 

   - **Authorities**: State Transport Appellate 

Tribunals handle appeals against decisions of 

Regional Transport Authorities (RTAs) and other 

matters related to vehicle registration, permits, and 

licenses. 

 

3. **State Transport Authority (STA)**: 

   - **Composition**: The STA is typically chaired 

by the Transport Commissioner of the respective 

state or a senior transport official. 

   - **Authorities**: STAs are responsible for 

formulating policies related to transport, issuing 

permits for transport vehicles, and regulating 

transport within the state. 



 

4. **Regional Transport Authority (RTA)**: 

   - **Composition**: RTAs are comprised of 

government officials, including the Regional 

Transport Officer (RTO) or other transport 

department representatives. 

   - **Authorities**: RTAs issue permits for various 

types of transport vehicles, register vehicles, and 

regulate transportation within their jurisdiction. 

 

5. **Appellate Tribunals for Other Matters**: 

   - There are also appellate tribunals established for 

specific purposes under the Motor Vehicles Act, 

such as the Appellate Tribunal for Buses and the 

Appellate Tribunal for the Control of National 

Highways. 

 

The functions of these tribunals include: 

 

- Adjudicating disputes and claims related to motor 

vehicle accidents and compensation. 



- Hearing appeals against decisions made by lower 

authorities such as RTAs. 

- Ensuring compliance with motor vehicle laws and 

regulations. 

- Formulating policies and regulations to govern 

motor vehicle operations and transport within the 

state. 

 

Please note that the composition and functions of 

these tribunals may vary slightly from state to state 

in India, as states have the authority to make 

certain modifications to align with their specific 

needs and circumstances.   

Applying for compensation through a Motor 

Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT) involves a 

specific procedure, and the tribunal has certain 

powers and authority to make awards. Here's an 

overview of the process: 

 

**Application for Compensation**: 

1. **Filing of Claim**: The process begins with the 

filing of a claim by the victim or their legal 



representative. The claimant needs to provide 

detailed information about the accident, injuries, 

and losses suffered. 

 

2. **Jurisdiction**: The claim should be filed in the 

MACT having jurisdiction over the area where the 

accident occurred or where the claimant resides. 

 

3. **Documentation**: Necessary documents such 

as the First Information Report (FIR), medical 

reports, evidence of income loss, and any other 

relevant evidence should be submitted with the 

claim. 

 

4. **Notice to Opposite Party**: The tribunal will 

issue a notice to the opposite party (usually the 

insurance company or the owner/driver of the 

vehicle responsible for the accident) to respond to 

the claim. 

 

**Procedure and Powers of MACT**: 



1. **Investigation and Evidence**: The MACT has 

the authority to conduct an investigation, examine 

witnesses, and consider evidence presented by both 

parties to determine the merits of the claim. 

 

2. **Interim Compensation**: The tribunal can 

grant interim compensation to the victim if it 

believes there is a prima facie case for 

compensation, while the final award is pending. 

 

3. **Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)**: In 

some cases, the MACT may encourage mediation or 

settlement negotiations between the parties. 

 

4. **Award**: After considering all the evidence 

and arguments, the MACT will issue an award. The 

award may include compensation for medical 

expenses, loss of income, disability, pain and 

suffering, and other losses resulting from the 

accident. 

 



5. **Appeals**: If either party is dissatisfied with 

the MACT's award, they have the right to appeal 

the decision to a higher court. 

 

**Factors Considered by MACT**: 

- Nature and extent of injuries. 

- Loss of income and earning capacity. 

- Medical expenses incurred. 

- Pain and suffering. 

- Disability and disfigurement. 

- Any other relevant factors. 

 

**Timeframe**: MACTs typically aim to resolve 

cases within a reasonable timeframe, but the actual 

duration can vary depending on case complexity 

and backlog. 

 

 


